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Dear Pastor, Church and Praying Friends,                                                  January-February 2018 

BECAUSE WE LOVE THE LORD! 
We are two months into 2018 and already this year has been marked by some encouraging developments in both Pinon and 
Chambers church plants.  We have seen a notable increase in people volunteering for ministry, giving their tithes and taking 
ownership in their local church!  Amen!  What, you might ask has sparked this great increase of involvement from the 
converts?  I believe it is their embrace of our theme for the year – “Because We Love the Lord!” 
Time and again, I have been asked, “How do you lead Navajo people to take ownership and get involved in the church?”  I 
believe the Apostle Paul gives us the answer in II Corinthians 5:14 where he attributes his tireless labor for the Lord to “the 
love of Christ” which “constraineth us.”  His motivation was not just the love of Christ as it was given to him, but a reciprocal 
love that he had for the Savior!  Jesus plainly stated that our reciprocation of love back to God is the greatest of all the 
commandments (Mark 12:30), because it is the thrust behind obedience to all other commandments.  If I can effectively lead 
a people to love God as they ought, then holy living and service to the Lord in His local church will in time become the 
byproduct of that love. 
I believe that attaching baby Christians to Christ is perhaps one of the most difficult tasks in church planting.  The temptation 
to use manipulation, sympathy, personal attachment or intimidation as motivators is everpresent.  However, we know that 
no spiritual, enduring or God-pleasing work has ever been built with such tactics.  May God raise up a people among the 
Navajo that genuinely do what they do because they love the Lord! 

THE AARON NELSON FAMILY 
With the folks in Pinon beginning to tithe, it was immediately evident that we needed to begin our support of missions 
outside our own community!  What better way to introduce missions than to bring in the Aaron Nelson Family, one of our 
own church planting missionary families, to present the work?  Brother Aaron Nelson is a graduate of Ganado Baptist Bible 
College and has launched out on deputation as a missionary church planter in the Northeastern Agency of the Navajo Nation!  
We have loved and invested in the Nelson family for years and it was such an encouragement to have them come to Pinon 
and see the fruit of that training before our eyes.  Their presentation was excellent and Bro. Aaron’s preaching was exactly 
what our people needed.  I give a full recommendation to any preacher who would be willing to invest in this Navajo family 
as they reach their own people in a very needy area of our Reservation!  We do not send out Navajo pastors to raise support.  
We believe that a pastor’s care rests upon the shoulders of his local congregation, but those whose ministry is fluid in that 
they will plant and move in the work of missions, we wholeheartedly advise they raise monthly support.  I urge your 
involvement in what I believe will be a long and fruitful ministry for the Nelsons.  {Bro. Aaron’s Cell:  (505) 231-1372} 

HAYNES FAMILY UPDATE 
I have been asked for a family update by some, so I’ll do my best in summary.  The boys are well and developing.  Joel, Jr. 
will be eight in June and ran the program on our church van for the first time while I was out of town last Sunday!  Judah 
will be six in April and it appears the Lord is dealing heavily with him concerning salvation.  Titus is three and talks a mile 
a minute!  Justus will be one in May and is a constant source of joy for us.  My dear Fabiola is as always, my constant help, 
friend and companion in the work.  We labor together as a family unit and by God’s grace He has allowed our home to 
become a recharging station from the many battles we face in ministry each day.  Thank you for your prayers and care for 
us.  We are of all most unworthy to be used of our Lord and to represent you among the Navajo! 
 

 

Spreading the Light in Navajoland, 

Joel N. Haynes 
Missionary to the Navajo Nation  

The Joel Haynes Family 


