May-June 2020
Dear Pastor, Church and Praying Friends,

QUANITITY OR QUALITY?
I have prayed personally the prayer of Luke 17:5 when the apostles asked the Lord, “Increase our faith.” But recently I was
arrested by our Lord’s response in which He said that a mustard seed’s worth of faith was enough to uproot and replant a
sycamine tree in the sea! In other words, it’s not a greater quantity of faith we need, it is a greater quality in the faith we
already have. We’ve not lacked for quantity of very much for a long time in America, but for quality faith, the lacking
increases with every passing year! Christ’s truth has helped me to appreciate the Covid 19 pandemic very much. I no longer
pray for deliverance from the virus, but that the Lord might use it to increase the quality of my faith. For generations we
have enjoyed fancy buildings, air-conditioned Bible College classrooms and by comparison with other parts of the world,
very little persecution at all. In no way do I resent these blessings; I’m grateful for them, but blessings become our undoing
when they weaken our faith. I’m praising the Lord for an opportunity to live in a new way the timeless Bible principles I
have learned and preached for years. I’m praying the prayer of Luke 17:5 still, but with new fervor! May Covid 19 work
for the glory of our God in that by its trials we will “Increase our faith.”

FIVE GOSPEL GIVEAWAYS
All Summer long, because of the sacrificial giving of so many, we have been able to take much needed relief supplies to our
Navajo people. We have used these supplies as an avenue to draw out folks to a singular location in order to give them the
Gospel of Jesus Christ! Twice we hosted giveaways from our own church building, twice we visited remote, outlying
communities using my pickup and flatbed to haul the supplies and the Lord even opened the door for us to do a special
outreach to the 170 healthcare employees at our local Clinic. In Low Mountain, a community of 300, they had experienced
45 virus-related deaths and had 30 active infections when God opened the door for us to use a community center parking lot
for a Gospel Giveaway. People lined up hours early and in no time, we served just over 100 vehicles representing over 100
different families. In Hard Rock, we served over 115 families. At our most recent Gospel Giveaway in Pinon, people arrived
three hours early and God allowed us to serve 165 cars representing 210 families! Glory to God! In just these five giveaways,
500 Bibles were distributed, over 1,500 tracts were dispersed and 196 salvation preaching CDs were given out. The count
of first-time visitors to our in-person, drive-up services has risen to 51 as we celebrated our 18th week of consecutive driveup services this past Friday at which service 4 adults responded during the invitation for salvation! Praise the Lord!

FAITHFUL CHURCH FOLKS
We have seen hard-fought growth in our people during these recent months. Like many, we have stories of encouragement
and discouragement concerning our church members’ response to these trying times. However, the good has far outweighed
the bad. I have witnessed our people sit in 100 plus degree weather for Drive-Up Service, observed unexplainable giving
increases and the development of genuine dependence upon God, His Word and His Assembly from some who have only
known the Lord a short time. I love the Lord’s work, His people and the privilege He allows me in pastoring them.

UNPROFITABLE SERVANTS
Jesus finished His exhortation to quality faith in Luke 17 by giving a parable on service. In it, a hard working servant is
labeled “unprofitable.” As your servant-representatives for the Master, I assure you we are working hard, but we live
motivated by the long shadow of debt Calvary casts upon our works. We have not yet made ourselves profitable for our
debt of love is still far out measured by what He has done for us! Pray for us, that we might please Him! He is coming soon!
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