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Dear Pastor, Church and Praying Friends,                                                  November-December 2017 

IT’S A BATTLEFIELD! 
As a sixteen year old preacher boy, I took the initiative to write twenty preachers asking them for advice and answers to 
questions pertaining to ministry.  Of the letters sent, one kind preacher took of his time to respond to the rambling questions 
of a scruffy Rez kid.  His letter was typed from an old-fashioned typewriter to ensure his correspondence was clear.  His 
answers were saturated in Bible and laced with concise, firm words.  In the close of his letter he said, “Of what little I can 
tell you about ministry, this one thing is for sure; It’s a battlefield! Thou therefore endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ!”  Those words, “It’s a battlefield,” have rung in my heart recently as undoubtedly the imps of Satan have been stirred 
up against the work here on the Reservation. 
In recent weeks, one of the men in the work at Pinon shot and killed another man not but 200 yards from our new church 
site.  Two weeks prior to this killing, I told the man that if he didn’t get back into the church, that God would get him out of 
the way to give his wife and children a chance to follow the Lord!  Shortly after, I learned that one of our men in Chambers 
that had surrendered to preach had left his wife and children on a drinking spree.  While this man was out disgracing the 
Lord, his three year old son was diagnosed with advanced cancer!  In recent weeks, we have had our church services disrupted 
by drunkards, drug addicts determined to fight the “white missionary” and even a harlot attempted to solicit herself during a 
potluck supper!  “It’s a battlefield!” 
I hesitated to share these accounts and have over the years, kept similar seasons of warfare as personal matters between my 
Lord and I.  I prefer to use our letters as an opportunity to recount to you the constant victories our Lord is winning and the 
joyful progress that is being made among the Navajo.  However, I felt compelled of the Holy Spirit to share a glimpse of the 
battlefield with you, our friends and supporters, so that when we report joyful accounts of God’s light shining through the 
gloom, you will have all the more occasion to rejoice with us! 

IT’S A TRAINING FIELD! 
Ganado Baptist Bible College has just completed its eleventh semester of Bible training among the Navajo!  At the 
completion of this Spring semester, we will have six graduates:  Bro. Ryan Nez (planting Old Paths Baptist Church in 
Window Rock, AZ and teaching at GBBC); Bro. Aaron Nelson (on deputation as a church planting missionary to the 
Crownpoint, NM region of the reservation); Bro. Hank Haskie (Navajo Bible Teacher on staff at Ganado Baptist Church); 
Bro. Jeff Hobbs (Assistant Pastor at Mountain View Baptist Church in Lukachukai, AZ); Bro. Fernando Jones (Pastor at 
Solid Rock Baptist Church in Nazlini, AZ).  Praise the Lord for Navajo men, equipped with Bible training, reaching their 
own people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  Amen! 

IT’S A HARVEST FIELD! 
As I look back over this past year, with a few weeks still left to go, I rejoice at the great harvest of souls that has been reaped 
among the Navajo.  In Pinon, there have been over twenty professions of faith with eleven who followed the Lord in 
believer’s baptism!  In Chambers, there have been over sixty professions of faith with thirteen who followed the Lord in 
believer’s baptism!  Thank you for your investment!  This great harvest is financed by the provision of God through you and 
this Christmas, we are grateful for the gift of your support towards reaching our Navajo people on the Reservation with the 
Gospel!  Merry Christmas from the Haynes Family and may God bless us with a new year more fruitful than the last! 
 
 

Spreading the Light in Navajoland, 

Joel N. Haynes 
Missionary to the Navajo Nation  
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