
   

 March, 2022  The Shields Report 

Dear Pastors, Churches, and 

Friends,  Greetings  from our 

family and from your fellow 

Christians in Aruba.    What a joy it 

is to serve the Lord and live for His 

cause and glory!  

As I write this we are in Missouri 

and  have been on the road for 

a little bit over 2 months.  We left 

Aruba the second week of 

January  after a few bumps and 

changes with our COVID tests 

and flights to the USA.  In January 

we were blessed  to visit churches 

in SC, FL, MI, LA, and TX.  Then 

during the month of February we 

traveled a good part of northern, 

Mexico, visiting churches in 

Coahuila, Nuevo Leon, 

Zacatecas, and San Luis Potosi. 

All total so far we have been in 27 

churches and preached or 

presented our ministry  36 times.   

Each and every church and 

pastor has been a blessing to us 

and an encouragement along 

the way.  We have been so very 

blessed to be a part of the 

missions  program of so many 

good churches!  In these last 2 

months we have had 5 new 

churches join our support team – 

we would like to thank Unionville 

Baptist Church of Unionville, IA; 

Bible Baptist Church of Tampa, 

FL; Bible Baptist Church of Pace, 

FL; Calhoun Baptist Church of St. 

Matthews, SC;  and Iglesia 

Bautista Independiente de 

Edinburg, of Edinburg , TX to our 

supporting churches family!   It is 

always amazing to watch the 

Lord provide the contacts and 

support in His own way and time.  

We have not pushed any doors 

open and have not actively 

sought new support, and yet the 

Lord has graciously provided 

what He deems necessary for our 

ministry!  Thanks you to each of 

our churches for being an active 

part of this ministry and for 

helping us fulfill our calling  and 

ministry.    

 

Many more miles to cover…

Please pray for us over the 

next 4 months as we still have 

many churches to visit.  There are 

43 more churches on the 

schedule from Maine to South 

Carolina and all the way to 

Washington state. We are excited 

about getting to be in many new 

ministries and are anxious to see 

what the Lord is going to do!  Our 

1996 van is running fine and the 

family is adjusting to the long 

road trips between stops. Thanks 

for your prayers!     

MISSIONARIES TO ARUBA 

THE SHIELDS FAMILY 

During the first week of 

March, Naomi and I 

were able to return to 

Aruba to apply for her 

residency and to visit 

our church family.  We 

were blessed to be in 8 

services and activities 

with our people!  There 

were visitors for almost 

every service while 

there, and then we had 

our annual business 

meeting.  Praise the 

Lord the church 

accepted two new 

members and took on a 

new missionary to 

Brazil!  It is such a 

blessing to see the 

church taking steps of 

maturity and growth. 

After a week of visiting 

Aruba, we came back to 

Texas, picked up our 

children and continued 

north.  As a praise, 

Naomi’s residency was 

approved a week later!  



 
Missionaries to Aruba 

 

Many have asked about how the ministry in Aruba has been doing in our absence.  As 

mentioned above we were able to visit the church for a week and were blessed to see things 

continuing on in both the English and Spanish congregations.  We have divided up the church 

responsibilities between most of our people and they all seem to be working together in unison 

and good spirits.  In January Andrew Shields helped fill the pulpit; in February the men of the 

church have had to share the preaching duties, and then starting this week Brother Jeremiah 

Hershberger will be ministering to our 2 congregations for 7 weeks. Please pray for the 

Hershberger family as they head to Aruba this Friday and settle in for almost two months of 

ministry.  They have been such a blessing and answer to prayer and we look forward to how 

the Lord is going to use them in Aruba! 

There have been many blessing over these past months, and I am sure there will be in the 

coming months, however, one of the largest blessings is the fact that we have been able to 

see much family.  In February we were able to see almost all of the Shields (with exception of 

my younger brother and his family), and in the coming months we will be around the Deatrick 

family several times.  Speaking of family, we would like to praise the Lord for several birthdays 

here recently… Caleb and Tirsa both just celebrated birthdays last week (19 and 17) and then 

back in February Selah turned 15.  Since we were in Mexico at the time, we were able to have 

an official “Quincenera” party.  Thanks to an army of family and friends we had a 6-hour 

ceremony/party in celebration of her 15 years.  It was a wonderful time of preaching, singing, 

eating, and just simple fun with over 200 people in attendance!  For our family it was a special 

treat to return to our Mexican roots for a few weeks! 

As we travel in the USA, we are heavily burdened with what we see, the need is great and 

America is becoming a mission-field more every day! I see the inner cities and booming towns 

with few churches; I hear of many churches needing pastors; I see the immigrants coming in to 

our country by the hundreds of thousands, and I see so few trying to fill the gap.  Praise the 

Lord for a faithful remnant of His people, but oh how we need to pray for many more to join the 

ranks of faithful preachers and missionaries! May we pray; may the Lord of the harvest hear us 

and call many more, and may the called be obedient and prompt in heeding the call!   Thank 

you Brethern for being a part of our calling and ministry, we could not do this without each of 

you.   

 

Your Ambassadors in Christ,  

 

Matt for the Shields 

Mt. 9:37, 38 


