Dear Beloved Brethern, June-Sep, 2025

Blessings from on high to each of you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! In a world of
darkness and despair it is such a joy to serve a living Savior and a double joy to be a part of sharing His light and
life to all who will listen!

We were supposed to put out a letter at the end of August, but you know how summers are... so here
we are at the end of September when the summer has now officially ended. | do hope that your summer
ministries were a blessing and that the Lord allowed you to see fruit from the effort put into all of the extra
activities that usually surround a church in summer months. Our summer here in Aruba is really short (starts
mid-July and ends mid-August), so we were hyper full of activities and are pleased to say that the Lord definitely
blessed in many ways! It is always a blessing to see fruit and results!

10" Anniversary - In June we ended the month with our 10t Church Anniversary here at our main church
(Berea) with Pastor Carlos Angeles from Mexico as our guest speaker. We had plenty of visitors, great music,
and many decisions throughout the week of messages. The Angles family are close friends who we have known
for over 20 years, so it was a special time of fellowship and encouragement.

VBS - Our Vacation Bible Schools this year were divided in to two, four-day activities. This year we used
the Olympic theme and encouraged the kids to be good athletes in their Christians life race. We had many visitors
and all in total we had 11 children profess their faith in Christ! Praise the Lord for working in hearts of both
children and adults. Please pray with us as we try to follow up on all the new contacts and as we try to disciple
the new converts.

Missions Trip - At the end of July our church took a 2-week missions trip to Colombia with a mixed group
of 15 people. We were able to be in 5 different cities and towns and | don’t think any of us returned the same
after those two weeks... everything from kid’s clubs, to handing out full Bibles and over 20,000 Gospel tracts, the
church services, to meeting people in their homes and along the road, we were impacted by seeing so many
people without a Bible and the knowledge of Christ! We saw several come to Christ and many seeds were
planted! Many of our group promised to go back next year and help with VBS’s and Evangelism at several of the
locations. Please pray for Colombia, there is such a need for Missionaries and Bible preaching churches! Also
please pray for Brother Rafael Gomez working in Barranquilla, Colombia, and Brother Ryan Goodall on his way
to work in Santa Marta, Colombia.

Mexico Camp - A few days after coming back from
Colombia Judah and | flew to Mexico to preach a youth camp
and an anniversary for a church from my hometown where |
used to be a youth pastor. Praise the Lord for young people
with a desire to serve the Lord and learn more. The theme for
the camp was Freedom in Christ and we touched on many of
the errors that sneak into our life with the extremes of Legalism
and Libertinism. It was a wonderful camp and it seems like the
Lord worked in many hearts. At the Anniversary Conference
we were asked to speak on the Family and praise the Lord He
blessed in all three messages.




A new heart - In our last letter we asked you to pray for Sayoha, a 18-year-old girl from our church with
a bad heart. | was able to go to Colombia on a rush trip and visit her in the hospital. At that time, we were still
praying for a donated heart. Praise the Lord that within a few weeks of that trip, a heart was found, and she has
now been operated and is in recuperation! Please pray for her as this has been a huge rollercoaster for her, she
is battling with different things which had led her to depression. Also, because of this all she has been out of
church for over a year... your prayers for her spiritual and physical well-being are appreciated.

Church Property - On the Church property we are still at a standstill on the road in front of our property.
We cannot advance with the building permit until we have the road done and approved and that is still over
S60K away. We are saving money as best we can on our end, but the reality is that we are still a long way away
from the goal. We have been able to collect a lot of fill dirt week by week and also we were able to finish our
septic tank and build a temporary bathroom on the site so that we can start having more activities on the
property. A big prayer request for today is for a well, TOMORROW AT 9 AM | HAVE AN APPOINTMENT WITH A
COMPANY THAT DRILLS WELLS. | have no idea as the cost, but there is an old well close to our property, so
obviously there is water down there. We are hoping that if we can get water, then we can almost move into the
property with a shack church, all we would need is to use solar lights or a generator for the electric. That way
we can save everything that we put in to rent every month and put it towards the construction. If anyone wants
to help with the well cost reach out to me and | will let you know what they said and how much their quote was.
We truly appreciate all help and prayers towards this building project, it is going to be a long-term project and
we know that it is going to be expensive, but we are excited to see what the Lord will do as this goes forward!

Bible Institute - Three weeks ago we started another year of our Local Bible Institute, this year we have
right under 30 students taking classes and we are doing two new things... First, there is a brother from the church
that is covering one of the classes, this is huge because it allows me to teach another class as he is in the other!
Second, our English crowd has been asking for an English class and | finally started one. We have folks from the
Philippines, Suriname, and local Arubans in the class! Praise the Lord for people willing to take it another step
up and get serious about learning the Word!

SC Trip - Last week | was invited to preach in South Carolina at two of our Spanish supporting churches.
Javier, one of our church men went with me and the trip was a blessing to us, and it seems to have been an
encouragement to the churches too. All in all, | preached 6 times in 4 days, and an unexpected blessing was that
we were able to drive through the night to surprise Selah at Ambassador Baptist College for a few hours! It was
a special treat to see my girl and see how good she is doing in school! Please keep her and her school bill in your
prayers.

Coming up - As we look forward to the coming months please pray for our men and me... | have an 8-day
trip to New York and a 20-day trip to Texas and Mexico. | will be visiting supporting churches and preaching
conferences in a very full schedule, so prayers are appreciated. Also pray for our men here as every time | am
gone, they must step up to the plate and cover all the ministry responsibilities. Naomi, my older kids, and our
three part-time staff cover a lot, but it is exciting to see our men and women step up and fulfill the needs of a
local church ministry. Also, in November we will be celebrating 3 years of our new mission on the South side of
the island with a three-day conference. We are praying for visitors, souls saved, and the believers to be
encouraged! Christmas is around the corner and we are already setting up a lot of outreach activities!

FAMILY — Month by month the family is growing and stepping into new terrains. Caleb is almost done
with college and getting closer to the wedding date, Tirsa is working in Texas, Selah is at ABC in her first college
year, and the rest are here doing home-school and helping where they can. Naomi and | are better than we
deserve and happy to serve our Lord!

Thank you to each of you for your faithful prayers and support and know that you are appreciated and
prayed for all the way from the tiny island of Aruba in the South Caribbean! We are planning on traveling to the
US in the fall 2026, so hopefully we can work it out to see many of you within the year!

Matt for the Shields Family

Phil. 4:10-20



Sending Church:
First Baptist Church

Pastor Daniel Fox
Box 281, Wayland, MO, 63472
660-754-6312

A week ago, we handed out over 1,200
Bibles at three different locations across
the island! Each package had a full Bible,

Gospel tracts, a Church info trifold, a
candy, and then we gave them a cold
water or a frozen slushy with it. We were
amazed at how quickly they were taken!
We are still hearing responses from
people, and it was super stimulating for
the 40 people from our church who got
involved! Everyone is asking when we are
going to do it again!
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Field Address:
Seneblar 2
Oranjestad, Aruba
+297-748-6216
mnshields@hotmail.com




